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Strength in Numbers 


Eighteen municipalities in France have recently 
passed Resolutions to officially join ATTAC, making 
27 in total. Some of the Whereas clauses 
(translated) read as follows: 


“The actions and initiatives of this association 
constitute a major contribution to democracy, the 
mutual respect and promotion of international 
cooperation freed from the course of economic 
domination” - Ville de Seclin 


“We wish to congratulate the founders of ATTAC 
for having understood how necessary it is for 
every citizen to realize that their destiny is directly 
linked to what happens elsewhere and that it is in 
their interests not to remain indifferent; rather, 
one must act. The future of the world belongs to 
everyone.” 

- Ville de Saint Nolff 


“Following the example of a dozen _ local 
collectivities having joined this association, the 
communist and republican group of Petite Forét is 
proposing to do the same.” - Ville de Petite Forét 


“The municipality of Nanterre has been leading 
this combat for a long time. ATTAC, with its 
flexible format and avowed pluralism, can be a 
point of support to our municipality.” - Ville de 
Nanterre 


“These imperatives are at the heart of our national 
and European realities. To make citizens aware of 
the destabilizing effects, from every point of vie, 
of the role played by large financial institutions in 


the pillaging of the planet and to construct 
alternatives.” - Ville du Pradet 


“Considering the interest, throughout — this 
association, in organizing debates and the 
advancement of information and expression of 
citizens on essential questions affecting the Towns 
of Galarben, Huveaume and Sainte Baume...” 


One Resolution we'd like to see on the agenda of 
municipalities worldwide: A Resolution 
requesting support of the Resolutions of the 27 
French municipalities... 


The Millennium Round (aka the Seattle 
Round) 


One hundred and thirty-four countries, including 
all the major ones, except China, will be 
represented at the Millennium Round of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) in Seattle, Washington 
on November 30 to December 3. Ministers will 
consider both old and new business: agriculture, 
services and government procurement left over 
from the Uruguay Round, and issues such as the 
Forest Products Agreement, the Multilateral 
Agreement on Investments (MAI), biotechnology, 
intellectual property’ rights and_ electronic 
commerce, are proposed for the Millennium 
Round. 


Created in 1994, the WTO’s mandate is to execute 
a series of treaties among member nations that 
would reduce and eventually eliminate tariffs and 
other restrictions on trade in various sectors of the 
world economy. Currently, governments can 
challenge the laws of other countries as "unfair" to 
trade, with the issue decided secretly by a 
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Geneva-based tribunal of corporate lawyers giving 
the WTO a "secret world government” reputation. 
And so far the rulings of the secret tribunals are 
ominous - overturning a European ban on US 
hormone-fed beef; ending a law designed to assist 
Caribbean banana exports to Europe; a ban on 
EPA-mandated safety devices for shrimping nets, 
designed by the US to protect endangered sea 
turtles; a challenge to US environmental laws 
prohibiting a Canadian gasoline additive, a new EU 
ban on genetically modified organisms prompting 
the US to go to the WTO to prevent it; and, most 
recently, overturning a subsidy for Brazil's 
fledgling aerospace industry. In fact, the WTO has 
not once ruled to preserve a challenged law. 


The WTO is exceptionally good news _ for 
transnationals. Corporations have _ steadily 
increased their grip over the policies of nation- 
states and, through instruments like the MAI, 
have gained the power to overrule the laws of 
elected officials at the national, state, and local 
levels. Forty companies, including Proctor and 
Gamble, General Motors, Xerox, Hewlett Packard, 
Northwest Airlines, Boeing, and the Ford Motor 
Company, and Microsoft, agreed to sponsor the 
meeting, after receiving a letter offering different 
levels of access, graded according to the amount 
of money they give. The letter, from the Seattle 
Host Organisation, says that companies who help 
pay for the conference's running costs will 
"become part of a process to develop substantive 
business input to the WTO through a series of 
business programs". 


“Protest of the Century” 


Thousands of demonstrators are expected to take 
to the streets around the Washington State 
Convention and Trade Center on Nov. 30 in what 
is likely to be the biggest protest in America 
against the globalization of commerce. Giant 
puppets, street dancers, anarchists, activists 
dangling from skyscrapers and a mass_ of 
protesting steelworkers and Teamsters. 


Some of what unfolds on Seattle's streets will be 
the responsibility of the Ruckus Society. The 4- 
year-old group trains activists from as far away as 
Tibet and Burma on protest strategies and 
techniques. One of the activities protesters train 
for is scaling buildings, like roped rock climbers, to 
draw attention to their cause. Sellers, its director, 
is well aware that anti-WTO protests in Europe in 
June turned violent. He said violence must be 
prevented in Seattle because it will turn off the 
public and set the anti-free-trade movement back 


in the US. "Europe is years ahead of us," he said. 
"The public is much more ready to see really 
radical action in the streets." 


Ruckus Society has set up a website to co- 
ordinate an activists’ call for a day of "civil 
disobedience" and "simultaneous actions in 
financial districts in major cities around the 
world." Militant groups, including Reclaim the 
Streets and Earth First who coordinated the 
London riot this summer are planning a second 
protest to target banks and financial institutions in 
a simultaneous campaign on November 30. UK 
senior police officials in Britain have expressed 
concern that, as small activist groups, which 
previously acted independently, forge links with 
bigger groups as a result of the riot in London, the 
co-ordination of a global event is much easier than 
ever before. Seattle police have been liaising with 
the American Secret Service and the FBI to 
prepare for the 10,000 activists expected, many of 
them travelling from Britain, Germany and the 
Netherlands. 


Not all WTO opponents will be in the streets. 
Some non-governmental organizations are coming 
for teach-ins or conferences such as one being 
sponsored by the _ International Forum = on 
Globalization. While some groups, 

such as the Third World-based Peoples' Global 
Action and the Berkeley-based Ruckus Society 
wish to destroy the WTO, others want simply to fix 
it. 


"We are not going to be denouncing the WTO, 
asking that it be killed or go away," says King 
County Labor Council's Ron Judd. Judd, who will 
also help oversee the November 30 labor rally that 
will probably be the largest and most visible 
protest of the week, says, "We don't believe the 
rules, as presently written, are working very well 
for workers . . . we want to make WTO make, as 
part of their mandate, sanctions against [countries 
that violate] workers’ rights: child labour, slave 
labour, the right to organize, the right to bargain 
collectively, ending discrimination in the 
workplace." 


Protesting the Millennium Round of trade talks 
may not change their outcome, but judging by its 
momentum, it may just “create something that 
later will cause politicians to pause before they 
advance the corporate agenda” is the hope of Mike 
Dolan, deputy director of Global Trade Watch, a 
part of Ralph Nader’s Public Citizen, on loan to the 
Citizens’ Trade Campaign (CTC) a coalition of 
labor, environmental, agricultural, consumer, 
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human rights and constitutionalist groups. Dolan, 
a former trial lawyer and _ veteran political 
organizer, has opened a storefront office in Seattle 
to help coordinate dozens of protests during the 
WTO meeting. Dolan and the CTC are attempting 
to unify protest organizers around a demand that 
trade ministers use the Seattle Round to take 
stock and analyze the effects of the trade 
agreements already in place. "We win in Seattle if 
we can peel off enough of the political elite, the 
trade ministers, the government functionaries 
from this slavish devotion to a corporate agenda 
and get them to look at the _ legitimate 
expectations of workers and the environment." 
"Remember, for us, the enemy isn't these 
governments that comprise the WTO; the enemy 
is the transnational corporate, free-trade lobby 
that uses these agreements like the WTO to move 
production around the world to the lowest wage 
area and the areas in the world with the least 
environmental standards.” Over 700 
international groups from 73 countries are about 
to sign on to the CTC’s demand to oppose the 
MAI. 


If, as predicted, 100,000 people take to the 
streets, the protest of the Millennium may just be 
the “Protest of the Century.” 


For a schedule of planned anti-WTO events in 
Seattle or to help with preparations, contact 
People for Fair Trade at 1-877-STOP-WTO. 
Volunteers are welcomed at the Public Citizen 
storefront: 1914 4th Ave in downtown Seattle. For 
help or information on the November 30 
march/rally, contact the King County Labor 
Council at 206-441-8510. More information on the 
WTO is available through the following Web sites: 
www.tradewatch.org 

www. peopleforfairtrade. org 

www.seattlewto.org; 

http: //www.cid. harvard. edu/cidtrade/ 














P.G.A. Conference in Bangalore 


The Second Conference of Peoples' Global Action 
against "free" trade and the World Trade 
Organization took place in Bangalore, India, from 
August 23rd to 26th, 1999. Hosted by the 
Karnataka State Farmers' Association, it was 
attended by participants from all continents, 
representing trade unions, farmers' associations, 
domestic worker solidarity fronts, landless peasant 
cooperatives, anti-dam movements, indigenous 
peoples’ organisations, and other autonomous 
movements. 


In view of the variety of interests represented, a 
certain turbulence in the debates was altogether 
foreseeable. The big news, therefore, is that, 
against all odds, a broad front of agreement did in 
fact emerge. Activists from all the citizens' 
movements present agreed to broaden their basic 
commitment to resist the W.T.O. itself, as an 
institution, and to raise the 

sights of the movement, so as to include a more 
general resistance against domination by 
capitalism and international finance. Furthermore, 
for the first time, other forms of domination, like 
patriarchism and racism, were also targetted. A 
new text was included in the founding principles of 
P.G.A. to express the rejection of domination in 
whatever form: "We reject all forms and systems 
of domination and discrimination. We embrace 
the full dignity of all human beings in_ their 
diversity". 


A North American participant sent this newsletter 
a comment on how it felt, to him, to be present at 
Bangalore : "It was exciting to be among so many 
activists fighting the neoliberal 

agenda. Our brothers and sisters in the South 
were particularly inspiring, since their actions are 
more confrontational and their struggle more 
immediate. Their work against WTO/IMF/World 
Bank, and their multinational backers, is a life or 
death struggle, and it portends the future the 
"free traders" have in store for all of us". 


Various actions and expressions of citizen protest 
against all the W.T.O. represents are planned to 
coincide with the Seattle ministerial conference in 
November. Although many events will necessarily 
remain unpublicised until nearer the time of 
happening, some of the actions endorsed by 
P.G.A.are as follows : 

- Repatriation of US dollars to feed hungry and 
homeless US citizens : people of the South will be 
asked to send 1 dollar to their comrades in the 
US. 

- A 'Resist WTO' roadshow, planned by Art & 
Revolution, will bring street theatre, dance and 
music to cities along the West coast of Canada 
and the US from Sept.28th to Oct.18th. Contact : 
fire@igc.org 

- Caravans of activists from all over the world, 
farmers, fisherfolk, peasants, labour organisers, 
will leave from the NE of the US and from 
Canada,to arrive in Seattle in time for the WTO 
conference. Contact WTOCaravan@pcan.org 

- An international tribunal putting corporations and 
the WTO on trial for crimes against humanity. To 
be held in Seattle sometime during the WTO 


conference. Contact: cipany@igc.org 
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- An International Day of Action on November 
30th. In Bangalore, organizations and movements 
from dozens of countries enthusiastically endorsed 
this decentralized action, and pledged to organize 
local events in India, Nepal, U.K., Germany, 
Argentina, Columbia. Contact : 
NO2WTO@listbot.com 

Later events in North America will include : 





- A Conference on Civil Disobedience in Montreal 
next Spring, sponsored by SalAMI 

- The North American Conference of PGA in 
Windsor, Ontario in April or May. Contact: 
dbleakney@cupw-sttp.org or mwmorrill@aol.com 





Rendezvous with ATTAC 


From this issue to the next one here is the list of ATTAC meetings around the world. For more 
information, please see: <http://attac.org/fra/cale> 





e Wednesday: MONTREAL (CA) 


e Thursday: PARIS (FR) - SAINTES (FR) - CAEN (FR) - SAINT DENIS (FR) - TOURNUS (FR) 


e Friday: DIE (FR) - LA CIOTAT (FR) 


e Saturday: ABYMES (FR, Guadeloupe) - DIE (FR) - GRENOBLE (FR) - NICE (FR) - 


NANTERRE (FR) - FRIBOURG (CH) 
e Sunday: DIE (FR) - TORCY (FR) 


e Tuesday: PARIS 15 (FR) - BOUGUENAY (FR) 


e Wednesday: MINAS GERAIS (BR) - ORLEANS (FR) 


